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“God, it turns out, does not require good people in order to do good work. He can 
and does work with us in whatever moral and spiritual condition he finds us. God, 
we are learning, does some of his best work using the most unlikely people.” 
-Eugene Peterson 
 
“The book of Judges teaches me that God can use even me.” 
- Paul Sohn 
 
“If God found a way to significantly include these leaders (“judges”) in what we 
know is on its way to becoming a glorious conclusion, he can certainly use us 
along with our sometimes impossible friends and neighbors.” 
-Eugene Peterson 
 
Judges 1:1-2 “A time came after the death of Joshua when the People of Israel 
asked God, “Who will take the lead in going up against the Canaanites to fight 
them?” 

And God said, “Judah will go. I’ve given the land to him.” 

 
Take vs Possess 

 
Judges 1:3-7  “The men of Judah said to those of their brother Simeon, “Go up 
with us to our territory and we’ll fight the Canaanites. Then we’ll go with you to 
your territory.” And Simeon went with them. 
4 So Judah went up. God gave them the Canaanites and the Perizzites. They 
defeated them at Bezek—ten military units! 

They caught up with My-Master-Bezek there and fought him. They smashed the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites. My-Master-Bezek ran, but they gave chase and 
caught him. They cut off his thumbs and big toes. My-Master-Bezek said, 
“Seventy kings with their thumbs and big toes cut off used to crawl under my 
table, scavenging. Now God has done to me what I did to them.” 

They brought him to Jerusalem and he died there.” 

Judges 1:16  “The people of Hobab the Kenite, Moses’ relative, went up with the 
people of Judah from the City of Palms to the wilderness of Judah at the descent 
of Arad. They settled down there with the Amalekites.” 
 

Judges 1:18-19  “But Judah didn’t manage to capture Gaza, Ashkelon, and Ekron 
with their territories. God was certainly with Judah in that they took over the hill 
country. But they couldn’t oust the people on the plain because they had iron 
chariots.” 
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Joshua 11:6  “God said to Joshua: “Don’t worry about them. This time tomorrow 
I’ll hand them over to Israel, all dead. You’ll hamstring their horses. You’ll set fire 
to their chariots.” 

  

Judges 1:33-36  “Naphtali fared no better. They couldn’t drive out the people of 
Beth Shemesh or Beth Anath so they just moved in and lived with them. They did, 
though, put them to forced labor. 

The Amorites pushed the people of Dan up into the hills and wouldn’t let them 
down on the plains. The Amorites stubbornly continued to live in Mount Heres, 
Aijalon, and Shaalbim. But when the house of Joseph got the upper hand, they 
were put to forced labor.” 

Judges 2:10  “Eventually that entire generation died and was buried. Then 
another generation grew up that didn’t know anything of God or the work he had 
done for Israel.” 
 
Judges 17:6, 21:25  “At that time there was no king in Israel. People did whatever 
they felt like doing.” 
 
1 Kings 14:9  “My servant David who did what I told him and lived from his 
undivided heart, pleasing me.” 
 

 


