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James 3:3-5a  “When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the 
whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong 
winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5 Likewise, the tongue 
is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts.” 
 
James 3: 5b-6  “Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a 
fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of 
one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.” 
 

 
 
Proverbs 18:21  “The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.” 
 
Matthew 12:34b-35  “For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.35 A good man brings good things 
out of the good stored up in him, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him.” 
 
Matthew 12:33-37  “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be 
bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything 
good? For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.35 A good man brings good things out of the 
good stored up in him, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. 36 But I tell 
you that everyone will have to give account on the day of judgment for every empty word they have 
spoken. 37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.” 


